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FOREWORD 
Through its publications, and especially through 
the journal, the Historical Society of Queensland can 
reach not only those members who are unable to attend 
the regular meetings, but also that wider public, which, 
not only in other States of Australia but also abroad, 
is now revealing an increasing interest in the history 
of Queensland. Already a long series of journals bears 
witness to the success of the Society in gathering, 
interpreting, and recording the events of the past, and 
this new edition will, I am sure, add much to the reputa-
tion the Society has already won. The merest glance 
at the list of contents will cause the rejection of any 
allegation of antiquarianism, a charge sometimes levied 
at bodies such as ours. It is well to recall that this 
work has been done, without desire for personal re-
ward, by men and women whose sole aim is the just 
and truthful presentation of the events of the past and 
the debt owed to it by the present. It is indeed a great 
pleasure and a privilege to write a foreword to such a 
publication. 
But it is only just to pay tribute as well to those 
that have given so much time to the management of 
the affairs of the Society. Only those who have shared 
in the work of the Council can appreciate both the 
extent of the work and the self-less spirit in which it 
has been performed. Not the least troublesome task 
is the financing of the Journal, which, despite rapidly 
rising costs and limited finances, has not only continued 
to appear annually but has also increased in size. The 
Journal you now have before you is one of which any 
learned society might well be proud. 
A. A. MORRISON, M.A. 
London, 
England, 
February 13th, 1954. 
